londay July R25th

Dear JOhn,
Papa has gone off to visit a patient and I am guite alone here. Alex

and Mother return tomorrow. I will ask Alec then about routes etc.

I have just finished reading S novel of Andre Gide "les Faux-lionnayemrs."
Perhggiause I do not always udderst and the meaning of a sentence on first reading,
and because I linger a little over the sounds and idioms, the story and the
ideas seize me more than many books. There is a good deal in it that I am
not sure I understand; perhaps it is not meant to be understood; people and
relationships are explored only delicately and partially.
I have been so immersed in the bbok and so solitary (emepépt in the
office, and that is also a kind of solitude) that I find myself talking
Frenck to the cat-and the fish and the hamsters. And when 1 think of people
whom f should like to see or to whom * should like to write, I begin my letter
in French. There are things that 1 could say so much more easily in a language
f4 the edges of which I had not careles:ly worn off in saying thingsf omly
half-thought or felt. And yet that is not the whold story. I also imagine
myself free of some of the leadenness and awkwurdness of the bnglish~-speaking
self. Words are magic and as dangerous as most magic; Rilke says so ething
/about this at the end of the eighth letter.
I read mobt of the "Letters® over guickly again last night. When
I fiest read them, shout three years ago, there was much that was be utiful
and that toughed me, but which I understand so much better ¥fnow. But the
general tone still leaves me unsatisfied. I cannot explain it better than to
say that I want a range that extends the complete distance betweeen gaiety
and despair but which rests most of the time in a serenity which is not
melancholy. Some of Kkerkegaard satisfies me in this way.
I feel very calm and peaceful. Working in Papa's office has been

good for me. There is very little that I can do for him., If I answer the




telephone it is only to relay & message, to postpone something which he himself

must do. He is not an easy person to work for; so many questions must be
asked over and over in different forms until they get an answer. He takes the

guestion in, meditates on it, and the answer may come just am one has gone on

in despair to sombthihg else. T, e nurse who gives many of the doses is a

a gentle,sad, diffident creature who still finds it difficult to think in
percentages and is terrified by the fact--or by him, I don't know which. He
tries to sesothe hef with assurances, but she scurries awsy like the White Ra bbit.

Many of the patients have known eash other for years; they occupied beds in

the Research Department or met in the Waiting room. The first cuople of days
I felt horribly awkward under their mild scruting. Now I perform the same
tasks, probably with no more skill, and feel that I fit the pattern. The
patients talk about baseball, the weather, their husbands, ¥ives and childreA=

very rarely about the only thing they all have in coﬁmon, their sickness. —1_;‘43“?3A%%
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