Cambridge, Nov., 18,

Dodf Hargarat oo 210 ]

= ¢

_ But for a persistent consclousness that I must get up, I would have
- fallen. asleep.on the-sofa Jjust now, It is late, after midnight; and if
I want to hear Biggs tomorrow morning,. I. must go to bed soon. I do very
much, .as .a matter of fact; he is playing a Haydn organ. concerto, and Bach.
- four letter came as the climax .and antl-climax. of some few days' waiting
- to hear from. you. . As usual I managed to distill. from the simple process
of anticivpation a complex pattern of emotlon and thought. What mattered
was the potentiality, the possibility, and the flux of emotion that flood-
ed about the--tangible perhaps, '

You need not be burdened with any undue sense of responsibility if
I tell you of the central place which your image, for better or for worsae,
has taken in my life, It is a picture at which I look whose purport I
cannot understand, but nevertheless can not cease looking at, Knowing
you 1s like reading in a book, My mistake is that I always read the last
chepter first, as though foreknowledge would take tha sting out of reali-
ty. Yet I must s0o back and read the chapters one by one, and expsrience
them as thoush I did not know the end, I must taste their bitterness and
sweetness as 1f the end were not yet in sight, as if the author were still
at work on the outcome, and as if I might influence his verdict. Perhaps,
I must say to myself, there might yet turn out to be a happiness ever aften

Have you ever thought when reading a book what You would have writ-
ten, 1f you had been the author ? Are we the authors of the books we
read ? I think not, I think there is a greater One who writes them,

But if I were evar to write a book, would I not have to write the last
chapter first ? Would I not, in the final analysis, write the whole book
‘&8s a preface to the last chapter ? I would endow the characters with
hope, with confidence and faith, although I had already condemned them
to desolation and despaigk Thelr Joy and happiness, in other words,.would
only be a literary device for making the denousment more effective, You
are llke a book to me, Who 1is its author I do mot know, Perhaps you and
I are collaborating, How many chapters I must do before before I raach
the end, I can not tell. But before I started with the first page, I
glanced at the conclusion, Now over every chapter through which I toil
hang gloom and sadness and forsboding.

~This analogy of mine 1s satanie and puerile, & la the unreformed
Kierkegaard. You must take 1t with a few grains of relativity, Why don't
you laugh at me ? The sublime is not the only thing which can be ridicu-
lous, Perhaps you will have too much work to read it carefully enough to
glean all 1lts implications, If I had more work, doubtlessly I should not
find time to write it,. : ! ‘ :

Wnether I shall lsave Cambridge for Thanksgiving, I do not yet know.
If I do, most 1likely that I shall go home. In that case I would bs in Phila
or New York late Wednesday afternoon and evening, If you had time for me,
I could take a train to Virginia early the next morning (2 a.m.). Other-
wise I could take a 6330 p.m., train from New York. It would help if you

* §al , wlootlor Mﬁé@- Aot tiere
%wmﬁ%‘ o Rt L




Of voll ,eabltdmed
would let me know in time where you will be on Wednesday evening, in
New York or Phila ? If I don't hear from you, I will try to telephone
you in New York, when We Két'there, and be togéther with you that evening
1f you are there and have time for me, Otherwise I would o, on &o Phila-
delphla with Alec, and take a Washington train from “théepe,  ALT“this is
hypothetical; I cannot make plans until I hear from home, and you must

: not be disappointed or worrlied or angry if you do not hesr from me,.
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