s ‘Konnaroek, Virginia
ok Jamafy 30, 1956
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Dear llargaret, e R

Sometimes I wonder whether Judy is right when she complains that
1 ‘have nothing to say except that I am tired. But today was & very
diffieult day, snd I 'managed wyself rather well. Prof. -Vistor ‘and
nis wife were here for lumch. ilother ‘and father think ‘rather highly
of them, Frau Vietor was enchanted by mother and seeus deterunined
to bavtreated by father, und her husband seewed to be pleasantly Sar-
prised., He has very low expectations of unknown people, probably that
is‘one reason why we get along so well. ‘

& . - o

For my part, I found it very strenudus t0 adjust myself to the
changing moods and situatioms, ulthough I think 1 succeeded to every
one's satiefaction., I have managed to rewrite roughly a third of my
papsr for PUIA, so that with even moderate persistence, I should be
through on time. But now I hope to have most of the remainder of the
week to uyeelf. I have been thinking of you often, but very haphazardly,
sometimes in haruonious and then again in incoungruous situations. I am
very wmueh afrsid of &1l incongmous situations. :

Until I started writing to you, I was too congcernsd with other
things, but now I wish very wmuch you were somewhere in the vieinity,
that I could talk to you, and this desire pierces the gray fog of uy
tiredngss. 1 don't yet know whether T shall g¢ome to Phila. in time
to see you or not, although I would very wmuch l1ike to do so. DBut
father hase been ill, and may go to the hospital for observation, in
which case I should stay with mother until Saturday. I shall find out
on Monday night, wnd then I cuan write you of wuy def'inite plans.

You must exouse my short letter; in my rind I have written you

g0 many good ones since I lelft you. . . .
January 31

I was too tired last night; I gave up and went to bed. Today has been
one of the most depressing days for a long time; I have tried to work
hard all day and I have accomplished nothing. Now it is evening and
I am discouraged and discontented. 1 spent a long time explaining
to mother about Aunt Priseillas and how wrong I zm in my harsh judgument.
Not that my observations are wrong, but the horror with which they in-
spire me is far out of proportion with their seriousness. and you
know that I alwayswonder in this connection how it eun be that you
see any value in me, and I think that it would be much more fitting
if you despised me¢, and thought me sentimental, or hypoeritieal, or
self-righteone, or abnormal. What have you to do with my unhappinsss ?

Do not be afraid, I am not going to write you another letter as
I did two weeks ago. I do not want to hurt or to frighten you. Butl
what shall I write to you, if not the truth ? You must not bs afraid:
we shull see each other again soon, next Sunday even, il you have time.
I shull tske eithgr them seven or the eight o'clock truin from Washing-
ton and arrive in North Philadelphia about 9:20 or 10:280 on Sunday
morning., If you want to meet me, it will be nice, although going
to meeting will probably be better for your soul, and you must care




shew painfully i like yow.

for your soul above all other things. If you are not at the train, I
shall telephone and sée whether I can get hold of you in that way.
You mast deeids what, 11 anv+h1n°, we should do together. 1 have no
commitments until after supper, about nine or ten o'clock, when I
mwust go'to the Jaurdens, If I feel Sunday as 1 do today, it would be
better to avoid being with Yoo many people for any length of timse.
Utherwise I shall do whatever you wish, and be as nice to you s I
know how,

The mors -I-think of you, the more l wish you were -¢losse to me.
But ususlly I try not to think of 20 too mugh, because when 1 do,

I ean think of nothing else. . I ofteu wonder why I met youj you are

a better thing. than 1L deserva, and you. deserve wore than l Can give
J O, r  Teds

‘1 Ganuot olose this letter. What shall I tell you.? If only
my silence could speak to you and tell you how much I nedd you, and
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