Cambpidge, March 6,
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Thank you for your letter, which, since I had not expected 1it,

“iiWas a1l ths nlcer a'surprise,” Peérhaps I am too sentiméntal in my
‘appreciation o 'mall; perhaps It 18°4 reflactioh of my dabbling in

W eomparativeiliterature, r 'But‘your'letters are always so eloquent

- in°wnat”they say and what theydo not say'that they Are.a good sub-

“-stitite for'your words and your' silences When you are‘hgrg,and not
“nearly”Bo’unbalan cing fop me W =" L 2 R HE S
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1 hope you wlll not exhaust yourself to ,the point of illness,

‘49 andevery ‘'serious diBease§ are contracted throush. such” exhaustion.
" 'Apart"frop this‘danger, I havemich sympathy for you and I belleve
_ that" the  experience is not' dltogether bad, Cénsclously or uncon-
"Wselouslyyou have' the destre to loSe yourself, We must pour ourselves

out every day until nothing is°*Yeft but the shell, in"order that we
might not become stagnant, '

Just as the tissues of the body are constantly dying, so the
soul also longs to die. Something in us desires to die anew avery
day, 1n order that something e¢lss miﬁht be born agaln.. In my papsr
I am using & quotation from Zwinglis Vor allem ist deshalb das n tig,
dass du dich selbst verleugnest und tlglich stirbst." (Above all it
1e therefores necessary, that you deny yourself and die each day,.,) Tt
was also a favorite concept of Nietzsche: "Ich liebe den, der Uber
sich selber hinaus schafft, und daran zu Grunde geht." (I love him
who is active beyond himself and perishes in his activity.)

This 1s a very beautiful thing, which binds togsther this life .
with death in a meaningful symmetry, and dne of the most common mis-
takes 1s the attempt to remove deatir from the pith of our 1lives, where
it belongs and to hide it behind green iron fences and marble obelisks.

‘There is an art in dying greater than that in 1iving,. and we must prac-

tlce it every day, in order that our death might not be something cheap

~and common, Modern deaths, you know, are wholgsale. One signs up for

them at the insurance company's, and having prepared ror them econo-
mically, one goes about trylng very hard to forget thelr existanca,

You must not say that I am pessimistic, or even nihilistic, because
this death which you and I must practice is not destructive, Rathsr it
teaches us to fear neither 1ife nor death and to take the swasatest
essences of this 1ife and 1ift them out of thelr banal environment,

That which must die in us dally is like the weed which must be plucked
that the flower might grow, Most people cannot distinguish between
weeds and flowers and think s=st the confusion in their gardens i=a ¥ z&
a virtue, BSoms of them even brag about it very foolishly.

" But you were good to writs me so frequently, and I hope you take
no offence at my replies. What I want to ' say I cannot always say as
Simply as I would llke to, Now I must read more Aeschylus, This mor-
ning I heafd my first lecture by a flesh and blood (no soul, however)
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anthropologist., What he had to say reminded me Very much of Gresk
mythology. If anthropologists would only be consequent in their
relativism and consent to have their own position in modern soclety
contrasted with #ors "primitive" classical society, I think they
would find that they are believed by people as.lT: they wepe oraclass,
with-thé'main difference that they study the bones of animals,. while
the priests of Apollo examined the entrails,

(. tour aunt seemd difmayed. &t my theory, but.shs.had -no.reply. Her
salgrant, sigter 1s.staying in the Bugst room- and cutting off my supr
of Tresh alr, IT I, open the window, the.wnole room.gets auite cold,

and now I canmot.havs the door opem &4t night,..Also.she used my wash-
cloth, but 1 1et hepr have it and took.a. cledn ore,, The.children are
Very depressing at times; yesterday Danny was cutting his.toenails s
the dinner table, - and worse,” =~ T T
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oo QY Very much, These I, shall keep to ‘mysglf,..Don!t.work to hard,
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ym,s,f“;i”:%léaﬁe”ﬁaﬁd don't’'make yourself 111, because, then ... .. .. b0 vhom woul

Write such Tetiers as this..
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