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3 June 29, 1950
Dear Jocheny . e aai 5

S

Mergrit arrived here late yesterdey afternoon. Except for a cough she
seems very well and cheerful., I wish that the attempted telephone cell last night had
succecded; Margrit had suggested that you might like to talk to me, if you were there,
You alweys sound very unreal and remcte to me over the telephone and yet it would have
besn good to hear even a shadow. Tomorrow Margiit goes to her camp neer West Chester.
This morning we talked a little about teaching and went te the Library to get some
books ef children's games which she will necd for this month's work. When she comes
vack from lunch with Molly Jarden I will ask her some guestions about some of the Germen
pessages on which I got stuck.

I feel very much better, much quieter and more reconciled to my summer,
then I did last week. My trip to Cape May, if it did nothing else, reminded me how
good it was +toP&ut of the confusion of so many different people feverishly pursuing
other ends—or just running for the sake of the hunt. And now my possessions are
mostly in good order. The one big gep is the lack of pictures on the wall. I have
had very much less time for studying than I had hoped. I have been doing most of the
kitchen work so that Mother could have time to put her papers in order and to work in
the garden. In a few minutegy she and Alex will come back with plants and seeds which
must be put into the garden imwediately; I shall have to leave this letter, as I must
leave so many things, aznd help her. I comsole myself with the thought that this, after
all, is the way that aimost all women must learn to work,and that continuity must exist

in attitude rather than in the task itself. I _heve not yet investigaged the
pos?gbility of pisno lessons:- Since I have barely time toyread Gerné%,xand have not.

yet found time to read amy history, it seems ridiculous to plen anything else. MNore
than anything else, I wish to avoid the feeling that the things I have to do are im=
possible. I have had enough of that to last me a long time.,

It seems to me very unlikely that Papa and iother will be able to come to
Konnarock this summer. Pape is ~planning a shorter work week, as I beliewe.he mentioned
to you. Perheps in September we will go to Pocono for a week or two.  So far as his
health is concerned, I am sure that it is better for him to have & shorter working day
and week thah to work furiously all the time except for the vacation. When I asked hdm
whether he thought he would go to Konnsrock, he did not say no, but he did say that the
first trip that he had to meke was to see Priscilla as he prouised a long time ago. As
you sey, that will take him in the opposite direction, As-for lAlex and me, I do not know,
Alwx is now warking on his carj he is very vague about the future, I don't want him to
go, simply for my sake. Since your sister will be working all of &uly, =nd since she
plans to go to Connecticut in August and you plam to guard Mrs. Jarden's house, I do not
see how plens can be mede for =1l four of us- to go anywhere, either in July or August.
I am very glad that you will be here in August, though my pessimistic and doubting heazt
refuses to belisve it until it actuslly happems. . I like to mske plans as little as you
do, and I do not think that I can bring myself to engineer a trip to Xonnarock,; unless

Alex seems more interested. Sometimes my plans to be with you meke me feel uncomfortably
aggregsive and unfeminine.

I liked your letter of Monday very much. I wish I could write to you anything
as nice, but I feel tired and tense today, very much in need of time to read and to rest
and to f&ll myself with beasutiful sounds and images. I had a very disturbing dream
last night(wery rare with me) that woke me up, kept me awake a long time, and overshadows
my day. I am not unhappy that you worry about me; sometimes I have wondered whether you
were wnough eware of my own dark moments, my fesrs and loneliness. /And yet depressed
moments are not what I fear +the most, but rather the fact that there is mo peace which
binde together the dark and the light, no sense of the oontinuity and oneness of my
experience; each moment is lived too much as if it were the only moment ever experienced.
So do not be concerned about *the moods of depression in which I sometimes find mpself
whien I write to you. You remember foom being with me, how quickly my mood will change.
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