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Now, hav1ng sald these overbold woras my German breaks down. I
was about to sap that dbove all you should try to remembér that whotever I
may -say that displeases-ed+Hurts’jous you should try not to despeir of me,

— e believe.h?w herd I try to do and to be what you want me to be. It disturbs
. me‘whea 80 meny-of your letters seem to indicate that you conceszl yourself from
your parehts. What do you fear from them? After you had been at Mantoloking

this spring, you told me with such heppineds how close you were to them and
how well they understood you. Ie it the closeness thet you cannot bear? T
have thought ebout. this a great desl; I.could probably write more intelligently
and understendingly if it were not for the fact thet Alex and two companions ..
have emerged onto the terrace to drinkg beer and to "be boys. together." I must
talk sbout things that are less abstract if I am to write to you et all. And:
I must because I need to be with you tonight. :

: Margrlt telephoned yesterday afternoon while iother and I were
preparing supper and agked if sghe could come for the night since she had
& dey off. It was good® to have her. Mother and T had been listening to the
Mozart Requiem, and I had been exglaining, very lamely as I do when I feel on
the defensive, what I thoughl the meaning of the Bies Irae was. The telephone
rang. just as my. lecture was on the point of collapse. .:When.: she came she
amused us with her descriptions of the children and the:situstion in which she
is living. I do not suppose she has writhen your parentes much sbout it, nor
dé I intend to -supply the missing details. Having workéed in settlements and
in a camp, I could listen very celmly to a description .which would horrify you,
gince you do not approve of the project in the first place. But once one is
committed Bo such & job one accepts the stupidities and indignities , realizing
them to be unimportant details. I liked Margkit's attitude. She wes matter—
of-fact and reslistic without being insensitive. And at the seme time, I hoped
that I would never have to do such a job again. Yet I woendered whether I was
gpending my time as well. ThoudwI am léarning & little German and & little
history, I do not think that my heart becomes wiser or more tender. I think
of you s gre&t deal, but I da lltth more than recroate terrible ‘and beautiful
moments, b g-teaammee oo Tn =

Today wes better, though, than any. day this Week. The weather was

so beautiful that I would be blindly ungrecious not to feel its. delight. Now
three roses, some ferns, and & sprey of lindem stand on my teble beside the
typewriter to remind me of the perfect beauty that is now smallowed in darkness.
I sat outdoors most of the day reading English history. HMother spent the day
working in the garden, and I prepared the wesls. And everything T did seemed
to have an &lmosgt dacramental meaning. But even this dey Hag the messy ending
which elways frightens me almost to the point of destroying &1l the. ‘beamty .’
I have been driven from my study by the sound of those voiceésy and this is not
the beautiful letter that I wented to writé. I stupidly drank too much coffee
so .that I could read late tomight. Now I can nelther work nor -sleep. My peace
Of mind is such a fragile, material thing.
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