Konnarock

Dear largaret,

It is good that I waited until this morning to answer your letter,
since last night I would have been far too tired and would have forgotten
half of the things I must say to you. Early this morning I had a fright-
ening dream to the effect that you had come to vigit me in Cambridge, hagd
suddenly disapreared without telling me, and Alex knew nothing but an
address -on Commonwealth Avermie where there was a formal dance. The gsubsta
ce of my dream was the attempt to find you, or rather, the impossibility
of my going, pain and despair at not knowing what to do. The fact that
your aunt had probably arranged the cursed thing for you occurred to me
only after I had woken up.

I do not intend to make this dream the theme of my letter, as you
might fear, but rather the oprosite, to use it as an example of how I
mugt not think. I do not think that I can afford such extravagances of
the soul and I do not believe you can afford them either. The unhappiness
and depression which speaks to me out of each of your letters is more
diffieult for me than you might think. It makes my attemps to be patient
and to work seem inane, useless, and umreal. You should not conceal your
states-of mind from me, but you have no reason to be so troubled. Will
it not help you to think that in less than two weeks we shall see each
other ? Then you can tell me what troubles you and we need not be unhappy
except about having to part again. You are a very naughty little girl to
be so impatient, and when I gee you I shall give you what all naughty
little girls deserve for their naughtiness, the kind of gpanking which
did so much good before.

Your letters do not alvays make it easier for me. Why do you write
me as 1f you had no understanding at all of the unhappy love which binds
me to so many people ‘without their knéwing of it2 Or why do you tell me
That your mother urges you and Alex to take a trip to Canade; and the only
reason you do not go is because Alex does not seem interested, when you
and your mother and Alex know very well of the invitations to Konnaroek
that have been extended ad naugseam? Yet even thege things I accept, al-
though they are the causes of dreams such as the one lagt night. What
can [ do to tell you of my love and affection for you which has displaced
SO many other things in my 1life 2 I cannot be either dramatic or senti-
mental. What can I write that will explain it to you, if you do not feel
1t ? Is it bad that I iry to let reason lead me aroud the precipkes of
emotion from which we might long ago have fallen and brought ourselves:
muech unhappiness?

Flease be good and patient and iry to do some work until I come. ( If
you and Alex decided to come, that would still be alkight. If it would
help you, by all means do come. All you would need to do would be to
to makt telephone me (Damascus 2705) and tell me when you were coming.
Then we could go back together.) Margrit has asked us to call her at
your house on Thursday. I am afraid to try to talk to you then. I would
rather wait until I gsee you, and even then I am afraid of the other people
who will make it difficult for us to be alone. Now you must let me closge
my letter before it becomes toodifficult for me. I shall not proof-read
it, not because I anm indifferent, but because I do not want to read what
1s so weak and inadequate to the situation.
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