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To members of the English and History Departments:-

As you know, there has been a good deal of discussion recently
about our combined English and History courses. About April 15th
there will be g meeting to explore the subject, So that we may clarify
our thinking to some extent beforehand, will you please write down,
and hand in to Sarah Boutelle or to Jocelynn Gibson by April 6th, your
answer to these questions: ' : :

What should our chief aims be in the teaching of a) English,
b) History? ?
In considering your answer, keep in mind broad educational ob jectives,
as you see them, regardless of ‘what Brearley practice has been in
fHe past, or is at present., ’ '
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1 think that the sims of mmmmmmﬁwmmm cawmz&am
First, (not becsuse it is mors important, bul becsuse it is evpior to sGmmarize
mmamaﬁm@mmmmemmmwwwmwzmammm
the pasty and in terns of what is mew ~ Lf there is anything new. The explinstion
M‘ ﬁm present iz eezentlial to cltlze

mship, both national and WWWMM To .
understand our spotes of government and w culture, its ideals, schiovements, short-
mﬁm, and defects, we must know the history of our institutions and our m@m
tions To aporeciate the m&m m defocts of the jury system, & lmowledge of Anglo-
Saxpn law is importont, mowledge of Heul or Soviet law is useful. The M@a&a @f
the Hew Bnglund mmm@w, ﬁm csuses of the American Revolution, the disagree-
ments of the Constitutionel Conventlon, sad isericsn sttitude sz; the Fronch
Revolution ocan $ell us mich sboud conbemporary affsirs, We must kmow not only

shat our ancestors did, but what they thought, sy they did it. A dewocracy that
votes witboud thinking, swayed by ewotion, comebimes hysteria, oun b@ & far vorse
plasee %o live than a ml&em monarchy or oligurchy. ¥e cannot fmsure responsible
and moral citdzenship by teaching bistomy, bubl ab least we are Mﬂg a step in the
right direction.

Yot the koowledge and undepetending of mmw can do for move thun Emlp iﬁ W
proparation of citizens, Our minds and spirite should be enlarged by koowing the
Me ef w29 3:& m bem 1&%& ﬁ.m other times and in other places. The aam and
upecd sbundance m;’ Mmﬁm provided to us in e photo-

shoToughegoing wwm@mw He may _z,,.a ‘hdmpelf

WWa@f %@&%ﬁﬁma@m&@m‘%@m, mﬁﬁmmmmmekma m&mmfw
wm:«aﬁw ghould be % help the atudent tolive among

in the medieval town and 18th century France. The stu-

o pyramids (How did ‘e,hw do 132), worship on the lerepolis, hear

the minstrel amg of ﬁuﬁm@m and mm«m, atbond the palon of Wfe, Boland who

is entertaining that soclsl lion, Dr. Franklin. 4nd he should alse be mm&:@w@f

the meb which storms the ﬁwkmm

~ : ‘ e iﬁa&m é;?ziiy fm@m&t&% of %&afé prics
Wﬁimmmmﬁ. mwﬁfmwm@mm;msmmm&m
be approcched in a splirit of hunility becsuse so wuch is lost in e davk backwsrd
and abyen of time.® Some of tue w&.m erﬁ‘ oor history sre laws, dhorberd, m@
lists, ond the records of courts., Thewe are very imcomplete fragments. In many ways
the srb and literature of the past gived us o more complete gsmkwag

KMMM speaking,, the relationship betwsen literature cad history has
besn very close, TYet sines the Daprwind wwlutim & strong trowd hap beem
shoving historians in the other direec pion. OSeience ie very fashionsble, snd histery
ha# i:m depsokibed se ons of the ﬂmm scionces.® This sesus to me & very false
cancepte ia the collection, emmmination, comparison, end svslvation of historicad
data the historian mued procesd in a aamm and dispascionate menner which perhups
w M xmamﬁ mw the cove ded detechument of the sclenbist, Dut there the snalogy
) WM ami tegt your WM@J& pieture of the pust by conw
% *W nature ﬁif m mmm W wakes 4%




m falaa bﬁlm&’ thad MW is polentific w be mﬂiﬁ.}y mmim fﬁw
5 e g 15t history fron litorsture, lNowedsys, his

: m %mt ta fmﬁ smyons whé Imn dane os %&i !%u rocont
ww e mm %m w tiw ww, farl Dondburg, snd the movellst; Harquls Eﬁms,
tarmed historian. '

ough Listory is no lenger wrilten o6 litersture, history and litersture
w mtm taught in Scorrsloted® or Rintogreted” courses, both in schocls and

) thmammmwmwmmmwammmmm
sodern éducstors to be sble to discuss thely thoories wmmwa E% - W
wm & thowough anclysis of the teaching of me snd Engl partioplor
mm:& mm tm mww %f it 44d not compore ibs Wmﬁ.@m wnd plans w t%m

me muwmw m‘:’ mmm 3: wmmmmmmwm

; W’ﬁt #wﬁ%amwﬁmmwmww ~
p&M M oo apount of textbook genor ablon con pay. Frook
tells us word sbout the thinkisg of ﬁmwm wﬁwm&m {MWWM
Century Amorican) than vel of historys Ome or tws passcges from Tom Paine tell
%awﬁ%%ﬁ%&%%&%&m%%%%ﬁwﬁ?dw
Forge, %&tmmmammm&&mﬁmmm* wmmmmw
e m fannl bed vy MMW me%a spusohe e sophistion

. Boosuse I have sedd m&fmw is not selenge
w& me and litevature, 1 do not Lo o 25 oratare should
bl of me m mdwm} mé‘ mwww M& a mm porton

un}.m tha w, m@m&, and wWaf the ﬁmxﬁw% %waw hm mwm

treined by the sbudy of literstuwe, The most lmportant tesk of the mm w
literaturs 15 40 make the plece of J.iwmm move acosssible, I do nob moun that
&WW@W%WWM@memWMMW WM&,

Wmmﬁmﬁmwﬁmmﬂr&m@mmﬁ

s Gonrad's Prefuce 1o £ _the

mmmwm , T - B 1 mww@hmga
the elfort of wderstending which ™ mww; He tells us that "the artist appesls
o that part of our belng vhdeh Ls not depondent on w:w&mr to thai m oo mma iﬁ

4 gift wd nob an wm&aﬁ.ﬁmﬁ. ﬁ@ gpecige to our capsel ‘ i wunder,
to the sonse of wyetery surrougllog our lives; to our m&w of ;wé.ty, m&d hoﬂ- ﬁw

and padne® But vhen Schopelibouer in one of hic sssays on The art of Lite

quotes Goethet™ias du ererbt von didnen Vatern host, Rrwirb es, un oF zu boal
I think that this come closer o tho bruth. Ouy a@mﬂw fﬂ’ﬁ dolight, wonder, our
senee of myatewy, pity, beauty, mmmmemﬁmaﬁwﬁmmwﬂu
The teoscher smst GROCUXEIR. resonbor that Booradtes once deseribved himself ss a
W&fﬂﬁ
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The study of literature may lesd naturslly to the other side of the teasching of
English, composition, OStudy of the essay se:ms %o me particulsrly adupted to training
in olear, logical,and foresful writing. The student should be curefully trained in the
Mmﬁw of grommer, spelling, ond even mmmm,wm agcursey in detail uwsually
. Abutos grastly te almw gw& asccursgy in copository writing., In epecking of
mm I would like o expross the mp:w;i.m ﬁwﬁ the m—iw of history papers sooms

‘ : B3 M}m mf Inglish composition. During my firet yoor of teachlng
meqw;ammm@mw@mmaﬁm@&wmmm:ammmwm@mmwm

soptines so badly ex vessed that it was iupossible to bellf whether the student kuew
w Mﬁtﬂmml fuote, Occasionally, erratic spelling, grumar, and pregraph steucture
spemed to be mostly due to ignorsnce of the fuets which wore M be digcussed, This is
ww true of cxmmination papers; the student becomss so oversholmed by the reslizedion
that ahe doos not kmow the answergthal heyr knouwledge of the %m&.a of expression secas to
slip froc ber grasp completely. However, »till mors frecuently, &t seosed to se that
inadequate mastery of the toole of expression prevented the siudent fros presunting
faebe in a clesr end loglcsl secuence. The card was placed beforo the horse slmply
becsuse the student didnt lmow bow % bsrness and hitch up any horse and eurds

M mimm m not Just o mﬁﬁw mf magbering the WMM of
EramaEr spelling,and logical soquones. Recenily a pm’ﬁ mm the 4Lffi.
suld mr% ebarrass m m%m why it is that M@W camot express agelfes o

1 Zt mm that ghe suggested that the study of Greek W z.ma
something to do with the differences DBut I think that the pwﬁam

' f thought®l resding. Perhaps we mmm teash mm literoture. Perhaps
i& 13 Wﬁw a m%w of teaching s smaller amouny of idterabure move corefully,and
sncoursging the student to go lurther by ww o1 te how to red and
o %hi.ak ohout whet they read is the nosb | mﬁ the sostd difficuls part of our
bagle It is mude steadily wore difficuld i se parents take so little responsibility
fid 208 intorest in this sids of education, %?&W&n‘ Poll on Television in the
loreh Bresrley Bulletin comfirms oy worsh sushleises. Reading despile television is
sentionsd once or twice;but rather ss i it m 2 vitemin pille. The tescher's Huyden
gewns to gob heavier all the time. I do not think *&m further soeciclization of
function ie going to make it lighter, ;

Hi h |

wing directions, I resd thes corefully bub pald me
%mm w wwimwm mmwm hmmﬁwww# and I do not kaow
: goneral terms withoud referring W the specllic.




