Werner Jaeger
K July 1888 - 19 Cerober 1961

WILLIAM M. CALDER 111
University of Minois
ot Urbana-Champaign

WHWI Joeger held the chain of Friedrich Nietzsche, Ulrich von Wil
amowitz-Moelendoet!, and Paul Shorey, A Universisy Professosship, above all depar
ments and requiring small teaching mnd no adminteeative obligations, wis created for
him at Harvard Univessicy, He enjoyed the finest educamson available i the history of
classical studies. He founded two journals and what Eduaed Spranger firse called “The
Third Humanism.® He published widely in the fields of Grreck educarion and philoss
phy and the Greek chirch fathers. He seeessed Chrsstianity as the continuaton of
Hellenism rather than iss desteoyer, His students included men of the mank of Richard
Harder, Viktoe Poschl, and Wolfgang Schodewnldt, Today what was scclaimed az his
most famous work 5 read only by dilettantes too maive to percesve its defects, The
Third Humanism has become 0 passing fashion, an aberration of the dying Weimar
Republic, of as lintle abiding influence ns its rival, the George Circle, His name s
rarely cited in foatnoves of the leamed: Modem students of his own subject no Jonger
recognize hes name, Who was this man! What did he do!? Why & he forgotten! Is ther
a permancns schievement!

Wemner Wilhelm Jaeger was born 30 July 1888 1o Karl August Jacger and
Helene, née Birschel, (n the small town of Loblerich in the lower Rheinkand near the
Iutch border. He lived the fisst twenty-one years of his Hife there. We know aimost
nothing of this crucinl farmative period and he s our only source, He was an only
child, His father, like has grandfathers, held a manageral pase in o local textile ficroey
lacper's background was small-town and petit-bourgenis. 1t was alse Protestang, not
pious, bat the Protessantism of the Enlightenment. This made his family distincrive
for Lobberich wus overwhelmingly Catholic. The Protestant boy arteaded the Catho
lic Thomas 4 Kempis Gymnasium (roday the Werner Jaeger Gymnasium), but was
forbidden to play with Catholic boys, He warched the Bishop of Miinster visit his




diocese, followed by the faithful peasantry on foot and horseback. Every house
displayed the red-and-white chureh flag. One was o Catholic first, a Prussian second.
The patrem of e and thoughe remained Lare mwedieval und ecclesiastical. The
powerful Chrstian Impactof the Lobberich yeas eroded but was never oblirerared.

Precocious and intelligent, with no close friends amang his contemporatics,
young Jacper wiss alwiys in the company of doting sdules, the dadling of parenss and
grandparents, and without o tival, either at bome or at schoal. As a resule, when be
hadd grown 1o manhood, he found he could never abide o rival. He eutly learned 1o gec
bk wary by wheedlsg, for o child bus o othier wiy, The legacy was that theoughout his
lifie bye Lacked 1 strong moral sense and easily resarted to flattery. Thisled to accomma-
dation with Nationnl Socialism and u Joose way with women. In addition, b
teaching never really agreed with the man.

“The sart of my own work way History," he wrote, Growing up whese
Belgium, Germuny and Holland meet, hearing low German, Dutch, Flemish, and
French cacly gave him an Idea of Europe, Round about him were the walls, castles, and
churches of vve Middle Ages ind the soads and excivated forts of Rome. He enjoyed
the (nestimable mdvantpe of beginning Latin st ige nine and Creck at nge thirteen.
Latin never seemed 1 foreign language 1o him and he spoke and wrote easity what he
called the “lingus ingelorum.” He first learned Oreek the better 1o undenstand Rome
snd saw Cireece through the eyes of Cicero and Horace. He had nothing like the
intellectunl conwversion thae Wilamowitz experienced e Schulpforte, The teaching
muzt have been uninspired and by rote. He whi me once thae the Rector ordered his
pupdls o memarize the names of Horace's friends. When the boy lacper asked why, the
Rector sapped, “When you are ss old us 1 am, you will know why,” Jaeger contnued,
I am older than he was and | still do noe know why." Such stupid mechanical dnll
mast have provided an impuolse in laer yeaes for his missionary zeal in restoring life w
the classion

Pooe reaching caused him 1o read widely on his own. When he wrote » paper
on the foolish theme, *Whae woeld have happened if Alexander had marched
West!," he astounded his teachers by cizing the Afexander hustorans in Greek. At uge
sixreen e read poivately Wilimowitz's Griochisches Lesebrack and his edition with
introduction and commentary of Euripides’ Hoales, *1 became from fir away o
student of Wilamowitz. - . A new world openad up for me.” The stupendous
ervdition the mustery of Greek, and the oolorful depletion of Greek life stood in
starkest contrant to the pale epigoni of the great period of Genman ieulism ond the
shilology of the flest hoif of the ninercenth century, He leamed the universality of his
field by reading August Bockh's Enzykloptiche snd Meshodenlohre der phildogischen Wis.
sensohafuen. In summet-scmester 1907 Jaeper, age clghteen, marriculated ar the Uni-
versity of Maekurg. He could later write of his schiool yearss “I always sought 10
percelve the Intellectual s its connection with the reality of Greek life and Greck
histary. There the oelginal, existential motive for my life operated.” He had keamed
two difficult selent bnguiges well, hud read far beyond the noemal schoolboy'’s need
i them, ind alicady was o convinced historis,
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3Nwmon!rooc sernener st Marbarg. It wan long enough. A convension
took place there. He described it himaelf over fifty years later: *In vy firse semester ot
the University of Marburg, | came into close conrace with philosophy which theee, i
the noo-Kantian school of Cohen and Natorp and under the influence of the bogieal
Insighes gained from it, had turmed tw the stiady of Plazo. Mato, interpreted in the neo.
Kanttan sense, was the very center of the intelflectusl Nife of the university—no small
meatter for a young mun who was Jooking foe o puide and who cherished the ides of an
antiquity that was alive. Thix influcnce tmed me definitively towaed Geeek philoso-
phy” (Essays, 29), Here for the finse time men of intelligence were taking an ancicnt
suthor, Plato, seriously, s o puide for living, raher than # collection of syneactical
peculianities. Jacger saw suddenly, ufter the arid appeenticeship of school, that his
adoted Greeks possessed “obvious philowophical relevance.” lronically the Murbury
seenester, although philosopbical in fes effect, intensified his philological peoclivitics,
because the interpresarion of Plato that he way given conflicted “with my historical-
philological sense.™ This provocative misatsderstanding of Mlaco made him on histo-
rian of ideas o, s he expressed i1, wmed him wo Gassespeschichte, not remote 2nd
antiquarian but vital and of cenwal imparance. "Quac philosophia fuit, philologss
fact os.” Sencea's epigram describes Joeger 3¢ Marbury.

In the Prusda of 1907 the center of philological rescarch win cermainky not
Marburg and was no looger Bonn, Usener had died in 1905, Buecheler hod retired in
1906, Beelin, since the appointment of Ulrich von Wilamowitz-Moellendoef® in 1897
by Friedrich Althof, kad become the center of philological science in Europe. Four
Beslin scholars molded Joeper’s spprouch wo Greek literugure und thought. The nged
Johantes Vahlen, who still bectured in Latin, continued the nartow woed philokogy b
had bearned from Friedeach Rizschl in Boan over fifty years before, Jaeger heard his
leceures und bencfited from the severe discipline of his seminas fie two semessers,
Vahlen taught hie to beware beilliant confecrures and 1o study the laguistic usage of
an author with microscopic attention. Often o conjecture 15 unnecessary If only the
difficult passage s cotrectly undesszood. Vahlen braked the young student’s knpotuos-
Ity; and Jaeger to hix credit remembered what he owed Vohlen's mechod, while
Wilimnowitz contrrily wan often impaticns with him, Jacger was able to share in a
continuing seminar concerned with teadings in Artstotle held by the lively octogenar-
ian, Adolf Lasson, “the last Hegelan,” who had heard Bocdkh and Lachmann and bl
known the leatned schoolmaster, Aupast Meineke, persanally. Already Joeper wa
ahert o tradivion. Lason taught with fiery passion and wir. He continued the exepeti-
cal method of Trendebmbung und Ponitz; On Fraday cvenings be met advanced
students (Joegee was by for the youtsgese) in bis howse. There they read together select
peoblemutical Aristotelian texes. Lawon read o undersumd the thought, s opposed
to Vahlen, who wishied 10 undesstand only the word. Jacges sought 1o combine the
best of both,

Bt the two grear figares remainesd the dioskosaror, Hermann Dicls and Uleich

von Wilsmowirs-Mocllendorff. The content of Jacger's larer woek recalls often Dicls's
intercses: Aristotellan philology and chronology, presoceatic thought, und Greek
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medicine. His diserration, later expandad inmo the book thae made his_eeputation,
was directed by Diels and eolored by Vahlen's method. Bt it was Diels per dbros non
vir that infleenced him, The Dosgrapht Graed and Die Fregmente der Vorsokmsker,
volumse 1 of which had appeared shostly before Jacgee's amival in Berlin, provided a
scientific foundation, along with his monographs on Parmenides and Heraclitu, for
the trarsmission, suthenticity, and therefore interpeetation of prescrved fragments of
the presccratic philosophers. The edition in twenty-cight volumes of the Commenzar
in Answeelem, edited by INeds and younger colleagues. provided invaluable carly
monesial for the clucilation as well m variant renderings necessaty for sy scientific
reconstruczion of Aristotle’s texts Jacger owned the set and continmally cived it in
pablications and lectures, OF the man he reports that he did not agtend his lectunes
Uber dic Ethik des Arinorcles and thar Diel lacked any tnnee affiniy (imnere
Wahlveruandschaft) for Plaro. Jacger would become something like an enlightencd
Christian Platonist and often called Paldeis *a mad to Plato.” Diels's lack of interost i
Ploto was 2 defect. There is o further seaon. *Papa Diels,” with his long snowy beard,
was o productive, thoroughly honest, hardworking scholar to whom we can only be
grarcful. As 2 man he wos uninteresting 2 o lecturer, dull, In later life Jaeger spoke o
ofren of Wiksnowisz ax hie was silent about Dicis The Berdin letters (ofter 1897) of
Dichs o Wilamowte are hwal, correct, thoroughly o the point and eminently
forpeteable. The modew san of 3 railrood emphoyee never had the personality of the
confident Junker from cuie of the Eibe. Wilamowits was fleld manhal, actor, peima
donna. Jacger wantad to be all three. And Wikimawits was a Mlatontst: “Fidem profitar

Joeger had read Wilamowitz ac school. At Marburg he encounsered his oldest
student, who was also the son-in-law of Vahlen, Emst Maa8; who sugpested that he
read Belped's life of Mariz Haupe. At Borlin in the winter-semeseer of 19071908 he
et the eman whoo he would Gl "maneet™ and to whom after his death he woold offee
Heroenkule. Wiksnowie: lectured with brilliance on expansive toples. In that semes-
tett the history of Greek literature in the Arnic period; next semester: exepesis of his
Greck reader, a itk that belics the enportance of his theme:, in the following
semesters the cultural history of antiquity since Nero, insroduction to philology, the
epic poctry of the Grocks snd the Romans, Hellenistic poctry, Seasinars held concut-
rently with the lectures were devoted 1o the great authon ar sabjeces: Thueydides,
Sophocles, Horace, Plato, Aristocle, Adension Podioes, Menander. Years larer Jacpet
deseribed the kectuter to Americane: “He was an actor, a brilllant conferencier, »
meu!u figure, enthincnsic, with a high tinny vosce thas snapped when twuched

puchos.”

Schadewalde detects three abiding chasacterntion that Jacger's work owed
Wikimawits: 1) expert acquaintance with texts ind manuscripts that eacly tumed him
into a brilliant textual critic, emenducor, and edisor; 2) the conviction thot Gassesges-
chichie munt be budlt an concrote examples; 3) the conviction tha Philosophiegeschichse
cannie be putwied in wolation but as part of whar Jacger’s student, Harald Paszer,
called Wilamowie's Tomlisaridal, itself o Jegacy froen Friedrich Gottlich Welcker and

- 4 -




WERNER JAEGER

Ouo Jahn. 1 should add theee others to these: 1) the preference for grese writers and
little patience with the sccond-rate, whom he gratefally left 1o others; 2) the convic-
vion, itvelf Platonic, thae the teacher is more important than the research schobar; 3)
the unshakeable conviction thar what he was doing was not o hiry bue of sapreme
urgency, Jacger became more than 4 saadont. A friendship began. He soca strended
regularly the Wednesday evening se. homes ae Eichenalloe 12, where Wikamowdts ties
informally with gifted students. The prescrved corregondence between the two
(1911-1928) chronicles the rise and fall of the friendship.

The twenty-swo-year-old's disscreation, Saadion mur Enrsehungigeshichre des
Mesaphyuk des Arssoteles, appeared in 1912 Thin wis expanded n 1923 to Anstoedes
Grundlepung einer Geschichte seimer Enmudckiung, The impact. was immediste. and
dominated the interprotatson and hbeocical criticium of Aristotle foe lall o century. In
the last quartet of the nineteonth century the Scoctish Hellenia Lewis Campbel]
discovered thae Mato's inceciming avoidance of hiatus in his prose, an avoldanos owed
to Isocrates, provided o convincing criterion for establihing the rebmeve chranalogy
of his dinlogues. Jooper, after reconssructing Aristotle's carliost work, the los Proerep
tikas, noticed iox srong Platonic coloring in foem and content. He went on to stgue
thas the mising ceiterion for the relative chronology of Aristotle’s esoteric works Is
his progresstve dimancing from his master, Placo. Nocessary for this insight was his
stress on the origin of the Aristotelion corpus as k<etuze notes {the Hegelian parallel
may have given him the klea) and the need to explicite thems 1y terms of genee i well
= content. After a stay in faly devoted to manwscripes, in 1914 he subeicred his
Hatilitation on the church father, Nomesinn of Emesa, und his mdcbredness 10
Poscidanius. As the hook concemed authon out of the classical maunstrensn, it never
cnjoyed the influence of the dissertation,

Before leaving the cruclal formative yoars, | should note wha Jseger did noe
study. | know no testimony that he ever attended locrunes on archaeology or on
ancient history (Eduard Meyer!), Archacologists dealt with objects and not with
Ideas, which are nobler, History, a¢ Ariszogle tells us 0 the Poencs, deals with the
porticular; poetry (one might add philosophy) with the universal. Historians were
bound to use their soarces for lesser ends than the philologis. Pare of this aversion to
Realient s the Eact thae Jacyer spent his Wandenahre in Iibearies rather than muscums
and, unlike Wilamowitz, never visited Greeece until old age und then targely to receive
un honorary degree from the Undversity of Athens, His idea of Greece could only be
damaged by the reality. He told me on his teturn to Cambridee that, while deiving
him to Delphi, his chauffour offered by 0 small detour to show him the ceosroads
whete Oadipus slew Lakes. * "No!' | said to him. *Drive on!' ™ This is sympeomatic of
the vagueness and excessive abtraction thae hiseorians find in Paldea. Arnaldo
Momigliano wrote of the book: *But this historiography, with its scant grip oa realicy,
bears the mark of an epoch of political dissolution. . ., That this historiography could
degenerate into Nazisen was a danger, which was confismed by some of Jacger's pupils
who had remained in Gezenany.”
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Jacget was never assivent and oaly beiefly dozent. Between dissertation and
habilintion he presuenably sievived on stipendia and maternal support, lo the ep-
achal year 1914, he habllicated (inmugyral lecture o Berlin 14 Junc 1914), married
Theodors Dammbols (28 March 1914), and st the sge of twenty-six accepted the
chair of Friedrich Nietzsche at Basel. He never fought for his country, so his influen-
tial Gscussion of Homeric military hetoten in Paldela | b all sccondhand. He was only
a year st Tunel and had neither inBucnce nar doctoeal students. His insugural oration,
Phalologie und Historie, 15 programmatic and, seen in reerospect, antleipares the Thind
Hunsanise. He accepred an Ordinarior ot Kiel in 1915, where Wilamowies hodd adyised
s sppointment. There he became a colleague of Edusrd Fraenkel and Felix Jacoby
und there he found his fit and Joyal disciple, Richard Harder, The shastering
expetience of World War 1, the tratesma of belng an the defeated side, and the
atendant collapse of everything, convinced him of the rare value of continukty and
tradition. He was sn eyewitnes of the November Revolution ae Kiel (3 November
1918). His letrer to Wilimawitz of 24 July 1917 alecady revesls his owakening, Teisa
docament of fundsmental hiographical impoctance. Jaoger writer “From week to
wock this war 1ears more decply apwe the foundations upon which until now my life
wat busle and accordingly, becasie 1 2m o yoang man, the more exiszentinlly ‘and
painfully | must endure and struggle with these problems, the les aware 1 am of
anything st ol about me that i solid and so | lapse all the more inzo sibence. Dowbe
about everything that had becosne second ranse 1o me from childhood has somecimes
s beutally overmastered the Ininial moenentum of my meher shy stsempes at flight thae
even my philological work suffen.”

Schadewalde wroee of his weuchen: *Intellectual continuitios were fae him
what really constitutad hibeoey and obso what tamed ies changes into raebonal changes.
For mosz men the fact that something persiaes and stays & scarcely worth notice, One
takes it for granted and & requires no explanation. For Wemer Jaeger the fact thae in
the passage of time there was any continuity at all was o marvel. The alertness 0
eradition had been there since boyhood: The November Revolation transformed o
tendency into an obsession.”

Jacger atwoys saw Chriianity @ a culminstion of. the Hellenic radison
rather than o refection of it He coald never understand Tatian, On the wall of
Jeeger's Harvard office hung two feors, 2 portriie of the aged Wilamawitz and another
of one wham us 3 young philologue 1 did not recopnize. It was the church historion
Adolf Harmack, Jacger sow the two greac men’ united in himself, He was never
Hamack's student at Berlin nor did Hamock wem Jaeger w Gregosy, Wilamowits
vigotosnly maintained, i the Kichenwaterkommission againg Hamack—who pee-
ferred theologians—that i rrained chasicnl philologiss was more comperent 10 edit o
Greck chusch father. Henee Schwarts's Eusehius and Jacger's Gregory of Nysssa. In a
letter aconmpanying the fie copy to Wikimowitz, dated 8 Maech 1921, he writes:
*You ure enticled to the fire: you wmmoned me to the task when sftes my doctoel
examenation | stood for the first tisne without any iden of what to do and you ndded an
important dimenslon o my philological education. You layally advised me during
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componition and peoof ceading; and you placed your vast philodogical experience at
my service. That way you often preservod moe from erroe o set me In new directions.”
Four days later Jacger wan offered the Berlin chair. He could do things on rime.
fronically, the endless project that in his lfctise seemid 1o classicins o remote, even
unnecessaty, may well prove hiy most enduring contribution, Early Clistian texes,
like Byzuntine ones, had lagged far behind ther dlasical counterparts in sccuracy and
scientific reporting of manmcripe cvidence: Delievers wally make poor editors and
ofsen knowledpe of o pagan soarce can determine the eeue reading, ¥nowdedpe that o
theologian usually lacks. Joeger later discovered that the preparation of 4 minoe work
of Girepoey uppeatod to Amenican doctoral seudents, wha wantod somethang concrete
with s clear beginning and end—a teat, not ideas. E K Rand, his Harvard colkeague,
deale with Sexviue, nor always hoppily. in the same way. The Kied yeaes ha prepored
the teacher and oeator, provided the paychic mperu for Posdetor, und instinned the
Crregoty, Bt Jaeger was 1oo great for Kicl,

Wilamowitz was forced by nvew and unwelcome legiskazion 1o retire from fis
Berhin chade in 1921, This wis o Blessing for postetity, becsuse it freed him foe rescurch
ard the last period of great ereativity. By exceptionally pood sk, Jaceer, who wa
fourth on the lise, secured the past Edued Schwarez (ace. 63) and Hans von Amim
{@er. 62) were named by the faculty hemoris causa aod expectedly pased over by the
Ministry because of their age. The Minister of Higher Education, the Orlensalist Carl
Bocker, could not lave appeaved their politics. Franz Boll (aer. 54) was mkiod bt
unexpectedly declined 1o stay st Hexlelberg. Thaz left Jacger, who accepted immedi-
ately, For yeass. @ proven by his letters, he had shamelessly flarered Wilamowite
Hese wan the rewand, He wan entirely spolitical andd, unlike Wikimowicz, had no
didticalty I secommodating the Wetmar Liberal, Becker. The Jaegen lived at Kalser
Wilhelm Serafie 11 in Steglies. In spring 1927 his latee Hasvard coBleagus, ). H. Finley,
visiced him. He reports:

In the Beelin yeass he aed the rall, beautiful fisst M. Jaoger . . - with theie twe o
and 3 daughrer (nbabited » sqaare, high-<cllingod, mamaed-cooded. rrec-nrsounded
howse bn the sbush Steghin. 1o roemblonce to ceetain houles co older bk vireen of
Casebanidge nugeost that Cerman tistes sccesganied German soademic sandanks 10
Mz Elios Hirvand. | wan kindly inscluded in o Sandayaftemoon paety for sadenn
which nebly stretched from tea to well paie dineer. The othen all woee feock cost |
rhought mysell Jucky in » fairly sew blue serge mer,

There way a gorden wheze roses grow, Wilamowitz visited them in 1926 und
ransmitred 1o his wife i deseeiption of your castle . . which impressed me enomausly.”
There is 0 hint of irony, Jacger's wife was nich,

Except for Paideia 1 in 1934, the fifteen Perlin years yielded no great gablica:
ton. The reason was that Jaeger put finst things fime. A thirtythree-year-old from
provincial Kicl had swccceded the greates Greek scholar of modem times, in the most
prestigious chalr of the whject in the world Foe the fint ten yean of Jagger's
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profesoohip, Wilsmowits was very mich there. He taughe a full ;d\cdu!c. He
negubatly visited the departmerst that he had founded in the University’s west wing,
which he had buile. He dizected dissermations. He served ticelessly in the Academy and
the German Archacological Institute. Although dopetvad of his vote upan tetire-
ment, Wilamsowiez regularly attended fuculty meetings. Jacger told e that members,
2 In the Roeman Scnate, woee asked their opinion in order of senloricy, Wilsmowirz
would sise, say No emphatically, and no one dared oppose hien as he warched the vote.
Jaeper esther could become dispensable e be smust prove his independence even if the
cost wa thas Wilamowits would think him disloynl. Of course he chase the Eattee and
pald the expected price. Rather than compete vainly with Wilamowits in tescarch, he
emphasized what age had made unwelcome or difficult for the septusgenarian. Jacger
excelled in three areas: chariwnatic teaching: work within the profession among
collangues and schoolmasters; popularization of hls subjece on a nugonal scale. As pant
of thix effort he founded for his students n manograph setics, Newe: phifologische
Untersuchungen, where they could publish dissertations written undee him. Foe the
okl be foundad a jousnal devored to schobarly reviews of high quality, He appointed
his Kied student, Richard Harder, managing editor of Gnomon. For posonad work
pmong the educated baity hie founded Die Amtike. Only Gromon survived World War
11, Anike uned Abenaand (mussals muandis) comtinuwes e Ansike (n Western Germarny;
s Altersum continues in the German Democratic Republic.

Juast thie Face chas he was w0 yousg made him less remote o sosdents. He was an
older beother, not a grancfather, There sus room for change. Since 1918 there hud
been impatience with the tuditional unquestioning reverence for all things Hellenic.
The brutality of the war and the devitation of defeat had destroyed Uleslons. The
utpoken awusnpeion of hivosiclen that the innate excellence of antlquity justified
the uttention lavished by » natton's mont brilliane men no longer went inchallenged.
Paul Fricdbinder seates the dilemma in 2 msoving lettee of 4 July 1921 1o his rencher
Wilamowits

The war has charged me a great deal; and | could noe, ke osher men, starein again (n
1919 wheww | had broken off in 1914, For me now things must kave far highet
demands. Also | should et 1o 10 say 3myrhing asy more thar s not findibed and of
ipormance. | do not want 20 wiise sry mote notes s artiches dlaply because chance
Bas car someshing i my pad. | do not want to “share 14 the debase™: that iy, po make
:noh«mwnu_CheaurAmmhnmdcobcmm< aesd v edditing
reats § do ot have the vnengrh, sy Tife i semply 100 shion, 1o odit wheae is periphonl
simply Sor the sabe of edaing It . . S0 you sex, here are all s of inhidinons. Hur |
find ir good that these inhatition sec there.

Pecause of his rarveed and self-assutarice Joeger tacked the selfidoube of the
Berlin Jew and war veeeran, Fricdlander, A retun to Hellenbim had cevitalized Europe
twice before, in the Renasssance ond the age of Gocthe. Why not 3 Third Humanisms
with Jocger os Ermmus and Berlin as Weimae! His encrgy, his organizssional skill, bis
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ability 1o delegare work to others (students callod him “out nmoved mover™), and his
flair for showmanship wocked wonders. There were endles spoeches, meetings of
schoolmasters and colleagues, scholarly conferences led by Joeper with spocchis by the
faithful. The most famous he hekd ue Nausmbung Whituneide 1930, u collogaivm on
the spacious theme of *Antiquity and the Problem of the Classical.® There were clght
addecsses by men like Johannes Stroux, Wolfgang Schadevnldr, Paul Friedlander,
Eduard Fraenkel, Bernhand Schwvitzor, und Matthiss Gelrer. Teubnee hastcned 1w
publish the addresses s 0 hasdiome volume. Wilamowitz thundered from Petlin:
*Whenever | read Die Ansite, o millwhoe! gies roand and round in my head; bur the
wheel does not grind any meal; for me it does not. . . . | have an ides what chesical
Physies are, and classical music also exists. Bor other than thee! Englith litertue &
rich enoagh. Docs one find the classic there? 1s Shakopanre classic! . . . 1 huve never
been able to make a seart with the woed classic which for me & a horror and so | do not
expee that others do*

The mavement wos well-meant. Jacper wanted 10 peescrve an endanpered
ctvilizing tradition that he believed imeplaceable. The wechword was paidela, the
Greek word thas Cicero manslated an humanins (puerilitn was not possible) and that
meant both culture and bt trandenission, that Iy, cducation. The word provided the
titde of what Jacger often called his “thtecvolume blstaey of the Greck mind.* Edaard
Speanger carly gave the movement {tx name In his addres “The Position of the
Humanities Today and the School,” delivered at the Fifty-third Congress of German
Philologises held at Jena on 27 Sepeember 1921, He sald, “Bat o difference between
our Humanism, which onc might call the Third and that Second, lies in the beeadth
of pur quest and the undentanding which we modems are able o bring to it.” The
fricndly vosce of a former believer, Wolfgang Schadewaldr, summarizes what Jaeger
tried o doe *Jacget’s new humanistic appeoach is characterised by the fact thae he set
the Greek world of humman values as a systens of rationally woeking formative powes
tvo the hotory of Earope. It was, to state the mateer epigrammanically, an hisor.
clzing of human values or m well 4 humanizing of our European hisory.”

Pt there was something shaem abous i all, The tme had passed when the
values of Peticloan Athem could be a formaive educational force in Germany. In
1935, in n famous review of Pakdets |, the Hambarg ¢lyssical sebolar, Beuno Sivell, with
wit and leaming wrote the epétaph of a Third Humantam just fourteens yeans old, He
showed how Jacper wits forced to interpret evidence {Homer i the obwvioa cnc)
unhistorically in order 1o sustain s thesis that paldels provides the cometeone on
which to build an intellectual hivtory of Greece. The educarsonal fiunceion of poetry I
o discovery of the Sophis, foreign to Homer. Sncll corrocts specific mesinterpecta
tione and then peophetically wamms of the dangers of Jacgerian humanism, These be
sces particuluely in what Jacger conmidered the spetiority of his Third Humanben to
the Second Humanism of Gocthe and Humboldt namely, s politicization, Greek
polizical institutions cannoc be exenaplaey in 1935 in the way that a Greck douma wn
circa 1800 for Gocthe, 3 stanse for Schadow, a buikling for Kleaze. Jacger misscs the
difference. Greek tolcrance of slavery alone Is decisive. Indeod, says Sncll, Jacger's
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Greck politics eastly bodl down eo herobien and Platonde authorizarianisen, The vagues
tow of Jaeper's husnanivm allows it 1o become the servant of any kind of politics. That
meuns it i nbways in danger of becoming a literry game (Literosenztam). It was the
Dhenutharkeis of Jocper’s politics, the readiness to serve any master, the peeference for
accammodation over reform, that made them unacceptuble o Bruno Socll. At the
risk of making his Greeks trivial, Soell prefers the revival of Wilsmowitzian histori
cham 10 Jaeger's humanistic evangelism, We scholars can do no moee than describe
what wis Greek truthfully and without presuppositions.

In 1980 Jobannes Iemscher stated clearly the dangers only implied by Snell in
1935, *Many used to speak of the Thisd Humantsm s the coerelative in educational
palicy to the Third Reich's thearetical vision of the seite™ Obviously Jacger did not
devise nar Spranger name the movement for that purpase. On the other hand, Jocger
undeniably sought, albeit unsccesdully, accommodation with Nattonal Socaal i
Of the ome seventy classical scholary who fled Nazt Germany, the Miniter of
Education in the Hitler govemment thanked Jaeger done foe bis German work and
granted him official permission th secepe the Chicigo post, A secrer directive of the
Hitler government in 1941 forbade critical mention of Jaoger in the German press.,
The same directive forbade posthumous mention of the seventy-fifth birthday of
Edusaed Norden, Jacge's Jowah teacher and colleague. Jacger never resigred from the
Berbin' Academy, which had expelied Norden and many others, and continued 1o
publish in Nazi Germany ms lare 24 1944 (Paideis 1), after he had becore # citizen of
i counay it war againse Hitler! The document most often clted by scholaes to prove
Jnogee's carly atzensp w0 ecconcile his Third Humanisen with the Third Reich is *Die
Ersichung des politischen Merischen und die Antike® ("Antiquity and the Education
of the Poligical Man™) (Volk im Werden § [Leipaig. 193] $3-49). Jacper argues thut the
¢lasyical camiculum in the schooly could be presented in 0 manner supportive of the
new system, He deaws attention to the sleal of the Spartan ciriven In Tyroeus, the
prophetic strength of Solon's political poctry, the presentation of wack as herosm by
the peasant poct Hesiod ("Arbolt s keine Schande: Nichearbeiten bt Schande”—a0
much for welfire programs), and the Homerle “herolem of the defender of his
fazherland” (Hector, pressmably, rather than Achilles). The “farcful srugpic” of
tragedy would strike 3 welcome note and we chimai with Thucydides” Pericles as a
Fuhrergestade. History his granted to the clastcists of Germany an urgent tak: *The
particular ek which Hiory today has see before the German people i the forming of
the political human being. We ought not of coune to demand from the schools and
scholarship what hus noe catlice geown oeganically within the reality of nasional life,
Bor ot the moment when a new type of political man s taking shape, we shall
obviowly have need of antiguity, as 2 formative force.”

Jagger nowhere perverts his souroes: He sinply picka, chooses, andd ignores o
make a welcome point. Bat i ose cocalls Jaeger's immense peestige ot the time,
publication of such an srticle at such o time In such » place muse have weakened
considerably the hand of any decent schoolnaster who sought in the classics appeoval
of the democracy juse Jost. Hitler had become Reichskansler on 30 January 1933
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Jaeger's ey appeared a moath lacer. The Assoctation of German Classicists met in
July. In 1933 the only high povemment official who dealt with classics (5 education
wan Bemhaed Rust, o former seudons of the subjece, later Reschsmindseer fiie Wissen
schaft, Erzichung, und Volkshildung. At the usging of Rust, Jucger, ubong with the
chairman of the wsackition, Ksoymann, presented to the wacherss of classics i
Germany the progmsn that the new govemment expected of them—that i, Jacger,
with all the prestize of his Berlin chasr, agread to act s mouthplece o hiy professon
for the new regime.

After o divoree from T fisse wife, whom be placed in a menl institution,
Jaeger married his Jewish scudent, Ruth Hemlt, on 29 December 1951, A child
followed, 1n 1934 Jacger was Sather Professor oz the University of Califomia, Berkeley,
His kectures were published in 1938 as Demadhenes: The Origin and Growerh of His
Policy, Gernsan and Dritish scholanhip of the time repulaty extolled Alexander the
Great ar the expense of Demosthenes, an unscnupalous trwyer aod bakssor tempons
acti obsamaely refusing to acknowledpe the reality of histoey and urging his fellow
Athentsny to 2 selcidal struggle sgainst the nevitable. Jacger tejecred this view, He
argued that the moral mragedy of the man Demosthenes was of grenter interess than
the political events of the time. Dy sressing o pasape in the thied Philipgic, he soughe
10 show that Demasthenes fedt obliged 1o unge his fellow cititens 1 pecserve the
outmoded city stace againie Macedonian expansion, although he feared the cause had
already been Joar. He dd this becaune he was convinced that (1 was the only righe
course of ncrion. To what degree was Jacger's Demassheneshild a self portmit of his own
predicament? One muss defend humanism even ' if the couse had aleeady been Jone.
Events moved rupidly. In 1936 Jaeger resgned the chair of Wiksmowits ind scceproed
exile in Chicago. a city of gangsters und castlemen, rather than divorce his wife and
shandon his child. He immediacely wroee an Englivh ssticle “Groeks and Jews: The
Finst Greek Records of Jowish Religion and Clvilbation” (1936). What coald not
appear in Volk im Werden wos cagerly accepeed by the Jowmal of Religion. Jacger wan
noL an anti-Semsite.

Erowt Bleked, the Bonn ordinarius, in 1943 called Joeger in his Hurvard peood
*the ywan among gocse" The vaan Idt the Chicago geese, wha had peovided him and
Iuis family asylum, as soon o he could. In 1936 their birrermiess sull was undisguised. In
1959 he wisely declited the Laurence Professorship of Ancient Fhilosophy ot Com.
bridge Univensity (letter of F. M, Comiford to W Jacger 23 Apeil 1939) and acoepred
the University Professonhip s Harvard, He guickly Jeaersed thae these were two groat
differences betseen Cambeidize, Massachusetts, and Peelin, and expecredly accom-
modated. Fros the starr he was donied any policicil influence of the sort be had
wielded from his Berlin throne. E, K. Rand informyed him on artival thar Americans
expected Amenicans to run theit departments. At a time when posts weee few and
those fow allorred on the okiboy systeny, anly womon andd prscity, whose futured veee
weeute. thired write dissertations with him. He coald not place them. In aver twerity
years he had po sudent, in the sense of ane whase diseriation he ditected, who
compared with his grear Germun oacs, Within the profession he wear from leader wo
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outuder. The second difference Jacger himuelf noted in his introduction to the Soipu
Mingma: “Without the continuing prestige of the ancient idea of Man in human
culture, classical scholurship Is just 9 wate of time. Anyone whi docs not sec this
ought 10 come 1 Americi and let himself et froms the way clasical studies have
developed there,”

The htory of Hellenism In America has ver 0 be written In his epoch-
making hook, Classca Americana: The Greck and Roman Herttage in the Unitaf Sastes
(Dezront, 1984), Meyer Reinhold hae meticudowsly documented the formative influ-
ence of the claical heritage in the coloninl, revolutionary, und carly republican
pesiods. The popsilism, matcrialism, and uttendunt sntl-inselleceuatismn thur pecdmpa-
nied the expanding feonticr and the indusrinl revalution in nincteenth-century
Amersca relopaed clissics to 2 handful of underpald profesons of Geeck, men not
distinguished by a capacity m influence the great ssuses of their tine. The nsiddle
wwenticth centiry saw a rovival of Gredk influence on American lrerature and
thought, not always directly but through theee German thinkers, Freud, Marx, and
Nicrzsehe. Pat in general Greek influence has tcmmmd in the architecture of hanks,
railroad stations, and planoation homes

The chassies Jaeper found ot the Harvard of the thirties were ' game of
gramsmar and tanslation played by boys froe good families who had graduated from
pale Amcrican imitations of the great English public schools No one dreamt of
“belleving” anything he read in on ancient author in the way Winékelmann, Wilkelm
von Humboldl, Nichohe, Wikimowitz, o Jasger himself had, Amernican classical
scholarship derives historically from the German dusing its Ritschlisn phace {thas i,
after K: O, Miller and before Wikimowitz), with les preference for the objective nmd
technical (which too easily racans the trivial and uninteresting), for whas noeds doing
before what matters. Jocper had no chance of infloencing Ameaican thooghe the way
e had briefly infloenced German thought. Jacgers List accommodation was reslprs-
tomn. Like Wilamowitz aftee 1921 he lefr the anena and wroee bookw Pasdeta, three
volumses in English transtation (1939-1944); The Theology of the Earfy Groek Philso-
phery (1947); the Oxfard critieal edition of Aristotle’s Memphydes (1957); Sothm
Mingma, two volumes {1960); Early Chriscianiry and Grroek Paideta {1961). There was
alwo vohime sfier volume of the Grepoey. Even %0, much rensained unwritten He
often called the footnoees of Paslels “the graveyand of peodectisd monographis.”

Amedican madenss were colossally nalve. Roecently i wosnan reveaded ina
national jourral how, daring written examinations, o friendly old man would give ber
arcl her friend chocolate cookies. This s whae she emembered. He wus o kindly
ccoentric, n man of supendons leaming and quaint idens, harmiess ard Hiked from
afar, Ho wan soughs afer for doctonl examinatioon because be never expected
American studenas 10 ksaow snything and wked smple questions, often anawering
them himself. Again and again be tamented, *1 have no school,”

Americans did noe think i terms of schools, of ‘messtaha, spostles, and
disciples. The reman wan slnple. The subject wan not thor important to them.
American professon are dilermnges, Jooger wed o sy, clasicists from 900 10 5:00.
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Yw;ull;e'm your paidess! A vox cdamanis i desersis—§oe them it wan funt @ job, not »
way of life.

Hildegard von Wilimowisz-Moclendorf, in her memaoin of her facher, re-
calls how, on his deathbed in Sepeember 1935, he delivered his final verdicr on bis
stisdent and siccesor, Weener Jacper: “At that time Frau Jaeger came to my mother,
He could nat wait until my mother retunad, When she brought the repart of the
divoece from Professor Jacger, my father said: ‘Up w0 ndw 1 have ugain and again
defended him against all ochers, | soe now; e §s i bastard,’

Dorothes Freifrau Hiller von Gacrttingen said 1o me, *On his dearhbed my
futher cutsod Wemer Jooger.” Not one member of the family. strended Jocped's
memorial addeess o the Academsy.

Wilamawit: condemned the man. Few coald dispute bim. He Tocked maral
comviction and inner counsge, the assrance thar he way righs. This was in paet the
phight of his generation, The crisis of self-douht that we sw in Friedlsnder necessarily
hrought an end 10 cermainty. Why can't we sunder the work from the man! Weoag
scholasship i fargocten. Right schalaeship is absoshed —ind then Sorgatten. Only in
theit conjectuces do philologists win immarmality, Jaeger's Oxford Mesaphosicn. re-
main the standied vexe. Geogory huas eclipnaed all pressous texes and proveded u comgus
of the penuine works and a pumdigm for editions of seher carly Chiristian suthoes. Any
history of Anstotelian schotaship in the twenticth contury must evahate Jaoger's
contribution to the histary of the corpun and the hiogrophy of the man. A beilliant
kden, eloquently srgued, lnd to a deeper hissorical understanding of the tests. Jaeger
was on historian and philologin, never a phiksopher.

What hoppencd 10 the center of Jacger’s woek dusing the Berdin years, "The
Third Humanism™! It could not survive Bruno Snell and Navonal Secalsm, Inooc
part of Joeger's Germany, Marxivm-Leninism replaced it; in the other part a revival of
the hibvtoricom of locger’s teachers In 1959 Jaeger denied ever baving himself used
the term, althoagh in fact he had begun Paddeta | with & In America be won twa
influential aposthes. Hir young Haevaed colleagoe, John Huston Finley, Jr., leamed
from Jacger that classics hasd somscthing to say that mattered to young Harvard men of
the forsies and fifties. 1n a ol beeak with his philoSopical colleagues, most of them
geammanang, pafcopmphen, and excgetes, he delivered dusling lecruses on Groek
literature in Enghish sranslation to hundreds of undeegraduntes in the Lirgest lecture
hall of the univenity. He presented Homer aa » nexe thae could change our lives und
wot two getseratbone of feiends of clissies in high places.

The ¢ther notble converr everred 2 natiomal, not a patechial, influence.
Gilbere Higher, a nasurabized Scot of bourdless enetgy, tramsbaced all three volumes of
Paidela Into clegans Englah. That done, he began o popolatization of the clasics on s
scale of which Jacger never drcamed, Introducing basge lectisre couses of classies in
manstation, writing endlew articles and reviews for the popular press, lecturing tire.
lessty to schoolteachers and educated laity, und w0 on. But there was i striking
difference from Jacger, His mossoge was not at all poliskcal; it win bellelereristic.
Highet transformed into Anglo-Suxon terms Jnegee’s profoond conviction that das.
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sics had something to say to the modern world and he embodied this conviction in a
comprehensive work that pamlicls but also productively contrasts with Paideds, The
Classical Trdinon (New York, 1949), Inspired by the failed Third Humandsen, Highet
retumed to the apolitical Sccond Humanism with the resule that while in 1936
several thousand American students read Homer in Greek annaally, in 1986 several
million read the poet snnually in English, and the several thousand continue to read
him in Greek. The beginnings of this vast popular movement owe much to Finley and
Highet, who themselves had been ultimately ingpired by Jacger.

Within the profession, by his example and by his English books, which
regularly cited German scholass, Jaeger did much to revive the German tradition that
had dominated American philology from 1853 10 1914. This revival, in which Jacger
was akded by over thiety other refugees from Hider's Germsany, sought to rescue
American scholarship from English dilettantism and return it to German scientific
professionalism. The success of the van Humbolde stipendia and the emigration of
outstanding German philologists to American universitics are in part a resuls of
Jacger's revival of what Gildersleeve called our *Teutonomunin™ This transplanta-
tion of the Berlin humanistic tradition to the New World may not impossibly be
Jogger’s most enduring achievement.
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