The Awakaning

My dislike for the South dates back to the day
whan ny sixth grads teacher told his class that "nuthin®
but mules and niggers 1s £it to work." That inci@ent |
planted in me a prejudice whioh I h&?é?ﬁ&ﬁﬁr quites ovar-
coma, “Duined Yankee," one called me in the South, and

had I hﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬁwg profliclient in tha use of colloguisld
_ h

Souths Had that Indignation remalned pure, and wondulberated

with egotism, Intolsrancs could never have talen 8uc

4

a iy on my wmind as it dld. With alsrning ﬁ?@&é@gﬁ nogsbive

attitulde toward 1ife was converting me into a sochinst

and a hypoerite. For sany monthe I gonsdferdd mysslf a

salnt apony slinmers,

I faneised that I had valld reasons for my prejudloe,
I acorndd the Ainjusties and untruthfulness, the bigotry and
the narrow-ulndedness, which, 1n my eyes, wears dominant
in Southern thought. ¥y l1lifs bacame the expression of
superiority. Jostead of lgrering Jlm Or ‘

oW laws, as I
should have done had humillity rather than self-sasertion
guided my actions, I took every occasion to show my disdain

for them. In busses and trains I seated myself beside



colared paople whenmaver I could. My Tace glowed with
others ahook thelr

a mixture of pride and seorn whenummme
heads at =y bshavior. In ratraapact,l thénk that I

must have consldesred nyself little less than the incarnation
of the lagns Qééggé. I was the volece crying in the
vilderness, the representative 4f thd tolersuce and justice
I expaeted to find in ths Korth.

Cne year In Pennsylvania sufflesd to destroy my
11lusiona that hate and bigotry were reastricted to the
South. Where I had hoped to find ¥ 1deas unatalined

with prejudice, I dlscoversd a narrow-nindedness closely

related to the one I had so long dsapised., I found that

the fareor which Virginians lavish on their hate

for the Negre, Fhiladelphians distelbute varlioualy asmong
and

the Irish, the Catholios, the Jews, thagg}ig&mmﬁﬁlywxﬁ

greu

Southerners," carefully ﬁX&%@ng any &

by @ &
family trees. The longer I staysd in Philadelphisa, the

& In thelr respegtive

moprs ny 1lluslons faded, Uaving hoped to escaps an in-
telleotunl atnosphere that was suffocating me, I wan
dlsappointed to find myself in another whirlpool of

intolerance even more lnvolved than the first,

If my stay 1n Philadelphla dld nothlng alse
for mes At pgave we & more madure and unbiased outlook

upon lifa. The fire of doejudliced passlon burned 1teelf

ouly I have done ny best to replacse its fllckering flame
with a steadisr brlghter llght, whose rays way glve me
& better understanding of menkind apd of myself,



A‘ s &hmgﬁ ln m}! &tti&u@% ‘h@@&m .?@E@‘}ia was

raf manifestatlon of an enlightered mind. Having
—

my idealism with pﬁﬂjﬂﬁ&ﬁ%;&mﬁﬁﬂb?ﬁughﬁjggh.

of hypadriay. May I never repeat my mistake,
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