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Forgotten Hen

The laat rays of the aun filter through the window
and £1l1) the store with a golden glow, The glazed porcelain
glenms in a final burat of red and yellow, refleating orazy
pattarng of light into the showoases, Thae propristor is
blinded by the brightness, and as he pulls down the, shades

an oppressive staleness and the stifling odor of tobaeco

weade

The wallse are lined with Austy shelves of varicus
[ T

agein douinatéf the room,

d&ﬁinﬁiona, Twa of thres shrads of fly@%ﬁg»;MEF&t lons
At
azo mmm the priue or thelr usefulnoss,

e211ing, * Paw flles,

from tha

#«+
days of aunbunw, buzz around gaudy costers uixiel

n for headaches., In thedim

2 prooliaim *

the effactiveness of Anaol

racasses between the rafters, splders huéi%iﬂﬁﬁgaﬁﬁuct

theilr webs, which, in ths sani-darkness, Q@X§m§h§ APDOAD= %&dﬁﬂf
SN ELL LI %w%m

ance of delleate lage. A blackapsd light buldb is the sole

scuroes of illumination, and its glemum throws waeird

shadows into the gloomy twillight of a winter evening,

At one end of the store, a group :f men hand
gathared, Lazily they lesan an ithe eounter, valled in

a blug haze of clumrette amoke, One old man ssansto

~ghand ocut from therest, There ia nothing upususl adbout

his olothes., His tattered blue overalls hardly reach
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down to hieﬁghoen,(;hnna laather 1s torn and craakad@) His
hands ars brown, not so much from the hard labor they have
endured, as from the indelible mark that pellagrs leaves on
its victima, In his eyea lles an indescribable frustration,
the sadness of one who has lost a batile, the despalr that
one faela on a cold avening in a cometery, whan the wind

(v lin

rushes throgh ths quivering poplars, whsn ths shrisking of

A
ra
a flock of mallards d1ea away in the dlstanse, and ons finds

himaelf a2lone, )

He must have been alone very often in his life, boecause
as he walks through the store, his gait 1s the expression of
solitude itaslf, an expression so Toreaful that words cannot
datins it. He spoaks £0 the ghopkesper in short, terse
sentences,. Pulling a wallet from hils pocket, he lays a dollar
bill on the counter. The storskeaper shakes hls head, and
the map says a few words in tones so low that only those
atanding very near oan understand them. There 18 a moment of
hesitation, a short exchange of wordse, and then the store«
kaaper raplaces part of the merchandlse on tha shelvas, and
returns the change, The man turnsg and leaves. For a momaent,
all 2yes are fastened on the door that has Just c¢losed
behind him,

The stomekesper smoothes the dollar bill and putsfit

into the drawer. Ne appears to experience acute discomfort

a habit of watching it out of ths dorner of his
aye. The veins stand out on his hands, and hls fingers are

long and bony, They besar a atiking rosemblanes to the claws
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of a vultura, HNo snile ever passes the rigid lips,, which
WREEY b i » A
r only what few words are nacessary te carry on his

business, He is a gmwnt, wiry man, whose eyes havs the
golor of steel. we9d

N o
1 Coldly, they follow the paople who ceme and go. The

shadows on ths wall are like silhouattes of glants, and
tha dlatortion makes thek shoulders appesr even more
bent than thay are 1in reallity. Hechanmleally, the men
cpon the door. %t Outside, it 1a snowing. The wind
blows throupk thelr thin coats asp thay shuffle ocut lnte
ke of the store prew enall) and insig-

the cold. The Yigh
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